
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note from Our Pastor 

 

In November 2019, I had the pleasure of 

attending my first Southeastern 

Jurisdiction Clergywomen’s conference in 

Jacksonville, Florida. We were revived, 

refreshed and renewed! During the 

conference we attended workshops. One 

of the three workshops I attended was 

“Fresh Expressions.” The instructor was 

Audrey Warren. I was so fascinated with 

the workshop that I hurried to the vendors 

to buy her book from the Cokesbury 

representative. Audrey Warren and 

Kenneth H. Carter co-authored - FRESH 

EXPRESSIONS: A New Kind of Methodist 

Church for People Not in Church. In the 

workshop, I learned the meaning of 

“Fresh Expressions.” I’m sharing it with 

you.  

“Fresh Expression is a movement of the 

Holy Spirit to help the church mature. It is 

a form of church for our changing culture, 

established primarily for the benefit of 

people who are not yet members of any 

church. It will come into meaning by 

listening, service, contextual mission and 

making disciples. It has the potential of 

becoming a mature expression of church 

shaped by the gospel and the enduring 

marks of the church. It allows the church 

to step out in faith and follow the Holy 

Spirit to new people, in new places and in 

new ways and in the midst of it finding a 

renewal and rebirth.”  

 

As I pondered over how Longstreet can 

engage in Fresh Expressions, I 

immediately thought about our founder, 

John Wesley. He went to the fields to 

preach after being inspired by his friend 

and co-worker in Christ, George 

Whitefield. At first Wesley thought open-

air or field preaching was absurd. He 

noted in his journal, “Nearly all of my life, 

I had been so tenacious of every point 

relating to decency and in order that I 

thought the saving of souls almost a sin if 

it had not been done in a church.” After 

being guided by the Holy Spirit, John  
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(Cont. from front page) 

Wesley preached in graveyards, market 

squares, amphitheaters, near coal mines 

and other open-air places to 3,000 or more 

people at every outdoor service. His 

brother, Charles Wesley, joined him in the 

plight to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

to people who couldn’t or wouldn’t attend 

regular church services.  

 

Reflection 

We have been working to change the 

world and many of us haven’t noticed how 

the world is changing around us. If we 

have noticed how it’s changing, some of 

us have a difficult time accepting the 

change. Becoming a mature Fresh 

Expression church doesn’t take place by 

settling back into our normal routines of 

being church and working to implement 

better routines. It means getting out of our 

comfort zones and being like our founder, 

John Wesley. 

 

In the Fresh Expressions workshop, we 

watched a video to show us how the Holy 

Spirit guided clergy and lay members to a 

harbor to offer coffee and the Gospel. 

When the harbor crowd grew and days got 

colder, a nearby business offered a free 

coffee shop like space for the harbor town 

Fresh Expression. A small membership 

church opened a daycare with a Fresh 

Expression to share the love of Christ too. 

I believe our founder, John Wesley, would 

love for more Methodists to create Fresh 

Expressions. Following in his footsteps 

could lead more people to Jesus.  

 

Jesus told the disciples, “Go into all the 

world and preach the gospel to all 

creation.” (Mark 16:15) As we strive to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world one 

neighborhood at a time, we must do more 

than go to Sunday morning services. It is 

imperative we adhere to our motto, “The 

Church has Left the Building.” We are the 

small membership church with a big heart! 

Scripture reminds us - “Again, truly I tell 

you that if two of you on earth agree about 

anything they ask for, it will be done for 

them by my Father in heaven.  For where 

two or three gather in my name, there am I 

with them.” (Matthew 18:19-20) 

 

GOD IS WITH US!! 

Pastor Tondala 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

 

Conference Name Change 

Coming in 2021 

The new Conference name will be the 

Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference 

of the United Methodist Church. This new 

mission field will stretch from Memphis to 

Crossville to Paducah and all the places in 

between. It will be named in 2021 when 

the Memphis and Tennessee Conferences 

combine.  

 

Longstreet UMC Prayer Ministry 

Call the church office to add to the E-mail 

or Phone Prayer Chain, or call Martha 

McCrady (901-517-5667) to add to the 

Phone Prayer Chain. 

Prayer Cards are in the pew racks for your 

use. 

Prayer Room 

The Longstreet Prayer Room is located in 

Jones Family Life Center and is now open 

for you to have a quiet place for a time of 

prayer.  Please contact Norma Coughran 

or Martha McCrady if you have any 

questions. 

 

 

January Birthdays 

Tiffany Pinnix                              January 2 

Jason Johnson                              January 9 

Lynn Rawlings                           January 10 

Norma Coughran                       January 24 

Lillie Smith                                January 25 

Linda Deyling                            January 27 

Judy Darby                                 January 31 

 

Weekly Scriptures 
Here are the weekly scriptures that we will 

have in the bulletin for the 10:00 worship 

service.  Pastor Tondala would like to 

challenge everyone to memorize these 

verses each week! 

1/5                                       Hebrews 13:8 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.” 

1/12                                       Psalm 34:13 

“Keep your tongue from evil and your 
lips from telling lies.” 

1/19                                           I John 4:7 

“Let us love one another for love comes 
from God.” 

1/26                                         Matthew 4:4 

“Man shall not live on bread alone, but on 

every word that comes from the mouth of 

God.” 

 
First Thursday Lunch Bunch 

First Thursday Lunch Bunch will not meet 

during the months of January, February, or 

March.  We will resume on the first 

Thursday in April. 



 

Volunteers Needed for 

After School Program 

Pastor Tondala is asking for anyone who is 

willing to come help with Because U Can, 

our after-school program on Monday’s and 

Wednesday’s.  The program will begin 

again on Monday, January 13th.  If you 

would be interested in helping either one 

day or both days, or just occasionally, 

please contact Pastor Tondala or call the 

church office.   

 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
The Pastor’s Bible Study meets every 

Wednesday at noon, in Jones Family Life 

Center.  Right now they are on winter 

break until February 12, 2020.  Plan now 

to come be a part of this mid-week time of 

Bible Study when they start back in 

February. 

 

 

Food Pantry Update 

Thanks to the generous donations that you 

gave to the Longstreet Food Pantry, our 

Holiday Bags turned out to be a huge 

success!  We gave out over 60 Holiday 

Bags between Thanksgiving and 

Christmas, along with over 25 regular bags 

for newcomers.  So many of the people 

who came said to please thank the people 

in the church, and they told us how 

grateful they are for the ministry provided 

by Longstreet to help them provide 

nutritious meals for their families.  Thank 

you, to each and everyone of you who 

donated your money and, also those who 

donated of your time, to help us make this 

Christmas a little bit better for many 

families in our community.  At this time 

we have plenty of funds remaining in our 

Food Pantry account to purchase food for 

a while.  Along with the donations from 

our church family, the District office also 

sent us some funds from the Lenten 

offering that was taken last spring to go 

towards our pantry.  God is providing and 

blessing us in so many ways! 

 

Something to Consider 

How many of you have considered your 

church when you made up your will?  

Many people are now remembering their 

church when putting their will together, 

leaving a part of their accumulated 

earnings to help their church with a 

financial gift.  Please prayerfully consider 

adding Longstreet into your will.  Your 

gift will be a legacy that will forever be 

remembered and will be used to help 

Longstreet remain on this hill for years to 

come, sharing the Love of Jesus 

throughout this community.  If you have 

any questions you can talk to Pastor 

Tondala, or to Leesa Downs, our church 

Treasurer.  Thank you in advance for 

taking this into consideration. 

 

Come Join the Choir 
If you like making a joyful noise, please 

come to choir rehearsals on Wednesdays 

at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  Come Join 

Us!! 

 

Thursday Share 

Group 
The Thursday Share Group meets every 

other Thursday evening at 6:30 p.m. in the 

home of Cindy Roseberry and Lynn 

Rawlings.  The January dates that this 

group will meet are the 16th and 30th.  

Please call Cindy Roseberry if you have 

any questions about this group (662-342-

599). 

 

Mark your calendar for our monthly 

Community Dinner on Tuesday, January 

21st, and plan to come enjoy a wonderful 

meal and some great fellowship with 

fellow church members and people from 

our community.  The menu is lasagna, 

slaw, French bread, and dessert.  There is 

no charge for this meal, but we would like 

to know how many to prepare for, so 

please either fill out a reservation form 

included in your Sunday bulletins, or call 

the church office by Monday, January 20th 

at noon.  Contact Lynn Rawlings if you 

would like to volunteer to help or if you 

have any questions. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY CALENDAR 

    Sun           Mon          Tues          Wed           Thur          Fri             Sat 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
New Year’s Day 

 

Office Closed 

2 
B-Ball 7-9 
JFLC 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
Communion 
to Shut-ins  
1pm 

6 
B-Ball 7-9  
JFLC 

7 
SRVS 9-1 JFLC 

 

8 
Food Pantry 10-12 

Choir 7 

B-Ball 7-9 JFLC 

9 
B-Ball 7-9 
JFLC 

10 

 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
Believe U 
Can  4:30-7  
JFLC 

B-Ball 7-9  
JFLC 

14 

SRVS 9-1 JFLC 

Hour of Power  
10:30 

 

15  

Food Pantry 10-12 

Choir 7 

Believe U Can    
4:30-7  JFLC 

B-Ball 7-9 JFLC 

16 
Thur. Share 
Group 6:30pm 

B-Ball 7-9 
JFLC 

 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 

 

Office Closed 

21 

Community 
Dinner  5:30 
JFLC  

22 

Food Pantry 10-12 

Choir 7 

Believe U Can   
4:30-7  JFLC 

B-Ball 7-9 JFLC 

23 
B-Ball 7-9 
JFLC 

24 

 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
Believe U 
Can  4:30-7  
JFLC 

B-Ball 7-9  
JFLC 

28 
 

29 

Food Pantry 10-12 

Choir 7 

Believe U Can    
4:30-7  JFLC 

B-Ball 7-9 JFLC 

30 
Thur. Share 
Group 6:30pm 

B-Ball 7-9 
JFLC 

31 
 

 

 


